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MICHAEL E. PALMER'S ALMANAC: Will space aliens sing sweet home Alabama?

Staff Writer  |  The Tuscaloosa News

Aliens are here. Or they soon will be, starting Tuesday.

On that day, according to postings on the Internet, Alabama will be the site of a three-day alien visitation in which our fair state will
play host to a large spaceship.

The story originated with a woman called Blossom Goodchild, who revealed the upcoming visitation to the world after she
apparently spoke with one of the otherworldly creatures. Goodchild says a representative of the Galactic Federation of Light told
her a giant spaceship would visit Earth to show us that other beings exist.

I feel this is no laughing matter.

I met my first alien a few years ago when I visited the Walker County Fair just outside Jasper. It was the type of fair that featured
displays of prize-winning cows and pigs. A person could walk through the nearby pavilion and learn about the habits of bee colonies
while a bluegrass band played nearby. Nothing mixes like bees and bluegrass.

But what struck me was that quite a few people at the fair were walking around accompanied by aliens. I felt this was a little strange.
Initially I was apprehensive about making eye contact with the quiet creatures. After a while I realized the aliens were in fact three-
feet tall inflatable plastic toys. The toys were prizes offered up alongside inflatable Bugs Bunny and Yosemite Sam dolls.

I went to the fair looking for an old friend but instead made friends with a few aliens. It seemed to me that the large eyes of the alien
dolls were looking back at me when I looked at them. I thought the little aliens would make a nice photo series, so I began taking
pictures. At the time I was an undergraduate at the University of Alabama, and I put the pictures up in Gay Burke’s photo class and
called the series “Alienated.”

Aliens have had a peculiar history in American pop culture. They first came blazing into American living rooms in 1938 with the radio
broadcast of the H.G. Wells’ Martian invasion classic “War of the Worlds.” Orson Welles aired the adaptation on Oct. 30 as a
Halloween radio drama. Quite a few of the listeners in New York and New Jersey thought the “newscasts” were real and became
afraid. Widespread panic ensued. The next day, a front-page headline in the New York Times read: “Radio Listeners in Panic,
Taking War Drama as Fact.”

The broadcast turned out to be great publicity for Welles and launched him to fame.

An alleged UFO crash in 1947 has spawned an entire alien industry in Roswell, N.M., which has become the destination of choice
for thousands of UFO enthusiasts.

Now, large populations of Web users believe a spaceship will appear over the skies of Alabama for three days starting Tuesday.
The event is loosely referred to as the Oct. 14, 2008, first contact.

Historically, a number of groups have predicted the imminent arrival of space people, with the predictions coming mostly in times of
crisis as a coping mechanism.

In the early 1950s, a Minneapolis housewife named Marion Keech received messages from an alien called Sananda on the planet
Clarion. Sananda told her the world would end in a flood on Dec. 21, 1954. Keech and some friends prepared for the event by
quitting their jobs, selling their houses and leaving their families. But before the flood, Sananda told Keech, she and her group were
going to be picked up by a flying saucer and flown to safety. The group was infiltrated by social psychologists from the University of
Minnesota who reported the happenings in a book called “When Prophecy Fails.” The saucer never arrived and apparently the
Earth was not destroyed.

Native Americans legends and prophecies address the possibility of creatures visiting earth from outer space. One Hopi Indian
legend states that “ant people” helped the Hopi survive the earth’s destruction thousands of years ago. Rock drawings of the ant
people depict them looking like little gray beings with big heads and small bodies.

Hopi Indian prophecy states that true Hopis will be flown to safety on ships without wings when the earth is destroyed on the Day of
Purification.
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In May in Vatican City, the Rev. Gabriel Funes released a statement saying that intelligent beings created by God could exist in outer
space. Funes, director of the Vatican Observatory, says it’s OK to believe in life existing elsewhere and that belief does not
contradict a belief in God. Funes released the information in a Vatican newspaper under the headline “Aliens Are My Brother.”

I asked the Rev. Jerry Deasy, priest at Holy Spirit Catholic Church in Tuscaloosa, to help clarify the church’s stance on alien life
forms.

Deasy said the Catholic church does not officially take a stance on the existence of aliens.

“There is no proof that aliens do or do not exist, so [the Church] leaves it an open question,” he said.

So when Tuesday’s visit rolls around, I say unfold the lawn chairs, ice down the beer and fire up the grill. They may or may not
come hungry.
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